USE OF PORTABLE GENERATORS IN FAMILY HOUSING

In order to operate a portable generator for standby power during outages in family housing, your generator must be inspected and approved by the Directorate of Public Works prior to use.  The procedure to have your generator approved is to call the Fire Department at 787-707-3410/3520 anytime to set-up an appointment for inspection at your convenience.

Portable generators will be operated within guidelines of the manufacturers’ recommendations; in addition, the following general safety precautions will be followed for the safety of residents and to prevent injuries and property damage:

· Residents must have a portable multi-purpose Dry Chemical fire extinguisher (of not less than 5 lbs.) readily available.

· Generator must be grounded.

· Must maintain a 6 feet radial clearance from other items, articles and combustibles.  Do not allow children in the immediate area of the generator.

· Fuel containers must be approved and placed away from the immediate area of the generator.

· Refuel the generator tank outdoors in a well-ventilated area, avoiding spills, when the engine is off and has cooled down.

· Generators with built-in circuit protection will be connected directly to the essential appliances, refrigerator, portable fans, and safety/medical equipment through an approved extension cord.

· Extension cord will be of the outdoor type and must have the size capability to accommodate the appliance.  Improper electrical arrangements are prohibited.

· Generators will not be operated during the quiet hours already established for post residents.
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