ANNEX D (ENVIRONMENTAL DIVISION) TO DPW SOP

Appendix 2  Planting, Maintenance, and Removal of Trees

PLANTING, MAINTENANCE, AND REMOVAL OF TREES

1. References:


a. AR-200-1 Environmental Protection and Enhancement


b. AR 200-3 Natural Resources, Forest, Land, and Wildlife Management


c. AR 200-5 Pest Management

2. Purpose:  To establish and maintain a sound and well balanced tree planting and landscaping plan to control the presence of undesirable species, and to regulate the removal of existing trees.  However, all efforts and measures will be taken to replant young trees or replace existing species to be cut with young siblings or a desired species planted away from existing structures and utilities.

3. Applicability:  This directive is applicable to all maintained and non-maintained grounds including all tenants activities on Fort Buchanan.

4. Responsibilities:


a. Director of Public Works (DPW)



(1) Exercises overall land management functions



(2) Authorizes the planting and removal of all trees on the installation.


b. Environmental Division, DPW



(1) Reviews and maintains records of all requests for tree removal on post.



(2) Coordinates land management and pest control services and practices.



(3). Reviews tree removal/cutting requests to recommend approval or disapproval of the action.
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5. Restrictions:


a. In accordance with Reference b, painting of tree trunks is not permitted.

b. No trees will be removed or trimmed without prior approval from the DPW through the Environmental Division.

c. Trees may be removed only when one or more of the following criteria is met:


(1) Entire tree is obstructing power or communication lines and light posts in a manner that presents and imminent hazard to the utilities.


(2) Underground utilities obstructed and/or damaged 


(3) Entire tree causing structural damage to any building or construction with the root and branch system due to the close proximity of the tree.


(4) Environmental and Health Consideration:

(a)  Uncontrolled termite source affecting the entire tree causing severe damage to the root and tree branch system.

(b)  Surface drainage obstruction and damage due to close proximity of the root system.


d. Trees may be trimmed when one or more of the following criteria is met:

(1) Branches causing power or communication lines obstruction.

(2) Safety consideration (sick or damage branches, visual and access obstruction).

(3) Branches covering roof structures causing drainage obstructions and access to pests.

(4) Branches causing structural damage to any buildings or construction.

(5) Termite Source affecting branches only.
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e. Coconut Palms 


(1) Coconut palms have proven to present serious safety hazards as a result of falling branches and coconuts that have caused damage to cars and near misses to children playing under the palms.


(2) 
Therefore, coconut palms will not be planted in any of the maintained right of way areas on post, such as, but not limited to:



(a) Along roads, sidewalks or driveways of Family Housing Units.



(b) In Family Housing yards and common areas.



(c) Around administrative buildings or other buildings used regularly.



(d) Within playgrounds, parade grounds, or other maintained common areas.

 f. Excluded from the limitations above are such environmental, security, “Off Limits”, and restricted areas as the Caneja Hills and the wooded areas along the south, west and southwest perimeter roads.

