VOICES OF VICTORY
Protestant Service w/ Gospel Choir Newsletter                              February 2002

Pastor's Corner 

February is an interesting month. It is the month of love. We celebrate Valentine's Day. It is interesting to see all kinds of demonstrations of friendship and love on the 14 of February. But also, February is the month when Lent begins. 

The word "lent" comes from the Anglo-Saxon term meaning spring. It is a time of new beginning.  In the early Church, people confessed their sins and did a period of penance before they were baptized.  All baptisms took place on Easter Sunday. The purpose of Lent was to prepare for baptism. Easter is the great celebration of the death, Resurrection and Ascension of Jesus Christ.  It is the recognition of God's plan of salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Baptism is the commitment of our entrance into the reality of salvation.  The plan of salvation was the initiative of God.  We respond to his intention when we accept the sacrifice of Jesus and enter in his perfect light.  We live in harmony with God and we have fellowship with our brothers and sisters.  1 John 1: 7 says " If we walk in the light, as he is in the light we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son purifies us from all sin".  The blood of Jesus Christ implies his sacrifice on the cross. His sacrifice was an action of love.  John 3:16 says: " For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life."  The love of God is the real message of Lent and a clear message in February. It reminds us of the great and wonderful sacrifice of our Lord and invites us to have a better relationship with God. 

The love of God goes beyond Valentine's Day.  The celebration of love is more than one day. We should do demonstrations of love 365 days because the Love of God is always in action. The apostle Paul said in 1Corinthians 13:7 " love always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres." May God help us to celebrate Valentine's Day every single day of the year. God bless you. 

Your Pastor ,

Chaplain Pablo Rivera.  
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Church Council News

The Church Council met February 4. Brother Hanner has finished our web page. It has been submitted to the Chaplain's office. Brother Hanner has also set up the driving ministry from El Caney to the Chapel on Sundays. If interested in volunteering for this ministry, contact Brother Hanner. We are still looking for a person to play the drums. Please talk to Brother Wickstrom if interested. The Chapel needs an updated list on member's PCS dates. Sister Diane will be gathering that information. The Annex is now ready, meetings and groups will be held there.

We are hoping to start our fellowship trips back up again in March. A tentative schedule was established:

March 2nd Camuy Caves

March 9th PWOC retreat at Aguadilla

April 6th Mayaguez Zoo

Mid April choir trip to Boqueron

End of April Marriage Retreat (depending on Training Schedule)

May 12th Mother's Day (PMOC to take charge of this)

June hoping to do a family retreat

Brother Jenkins will be starting a Baptism class held during Sunday School. Contact Sister Diane if interested.

If you would like to have a voice in planning for the Protestant service please attend the next Council Board meeting.

Bible Study
Chaplain Rivera and Brother Steve are presenting the book of Acts Ch. 9.All are invited to join in and study the word of God. Bible study is held Wednesday evenings from 7:00 to 8:00. Arrive early and enjoy pizza or subs.

PWOC News 

We are almost at the end of "Listening to God" by Charles Stanley. If you were unable to join us last month you missed a wonderful fellowship and lesson. Sister Vickie will be presenting ch.10 "Sitting in God's Presence". Join us Feb. 27th at 5:00pm.

A PWOC retreat is being planned. All women of the Chapel are invited to attend this weekend retreat held at Ramey base. If interested contact Sister Rovelma by Feb 27. Date of retreat to be announced.

New members are always welcomed to join us. We will be starting a new book of study next month. This is a great time to become a member of the PWOC. 

PMOC News
The PMOC is looking for new members. This is a great group for all the men of the chapel. If interested please contact Brother Jenkins at 707-2712(w) for more info.

Special Sundays

· Children's Sunday February 24th 

· Women's Sunday March 10th 

· Men's Sunday March 17th 

Remember if you are participating in choir any of these Sundays, choir practice is the Thursday before that Sunday.

Birthdays
Happy Birthday to all birthdays in February:

Darrell "DJ" Hale

Sharey Blue

Tyler Hunt 

Melissa Williams

Natasha Walker

Joshua Clemmons

Sara Maldonado
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Anniversaries 

Tracey and Tom Nagley              One year
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I am looking for some body to take over the newsletter. I will be leaving in May and would like somebody to be ready to take over in April. If interested call or email me at forugrace@earthlink,net 

Thank you Sister Melissa.

Chapel Activities and
POC
Chaplain's Office                                             707-3904

Chaplain Rivera                                               707-3450

Religious Education and volunteer Coordinator
Diane Eston                                                      (H) 781-0776

                                                                       (Cel) 475-2360

Ushers

Steve Scott                                                             707-0953 Hospitality Coordinator

Jackie Gilliam                                                         706-8391

Web page and Driving Ministries 

Kevin Hanner                                                          782-1371

 Church Council Meeting

Steve Wickstrom                                                    273-1072 

Meetings 1st Monday of the month at 6:00PM

Bible Study

Chaplain Rivera                                                      707-3450 

Meetings 7-8 PM Wednesday (pizza or subs at 6:30)

Choir

Angelo Walker (Director)                                        740-2563

Practice 6-8 PM Thursday

Children's Choir

Rovelma Hudson                                                    949-1153

Rachel Marks                                                         982-2223

Practice 6-7 PM, 1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month

Protestant Women of the Chapel

Rovelma Hudson                                                    949-1153

Helen Merriwether                                                  749-4307

Meetings 5:00pm, 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month

Protestant Men of the Chapel
Mack Jenkins                                                          707-2712

Kevin Hanner                                                          782-1371

Darrell Hale                                                             781-7189

Meeting times TBA

Acolytes

Erika Kurz                                                               782-8744
Church Newsletter

Melissa Williams                                                     749-9037
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Sunday Services 

Collective General Worship 8:30am

Sunday school 10:15am

Worship Service w/ Gospel choir 11:45am

Episcopal Mass 6:00pm
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